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- Government ofindia - ' !
Ministry of Social Justice & Empowermet B V45 2 %3 J} ,
(Department of Sgcial,Justlce&Empowem—,‘bt’) TN s oi
| (SCD-V) =

‘ -‘..Shastri Bhawan, New pelhi-110001
—— The_30th farch,2021

2 To,

Addl. Chief Secretary/

Principal Secretary/ Secretary '

Addl. Secretary/ Incharges ! -
Social Welfare Department/SC/OBC Welfare Department

All States/UTs (as per list attached)
Matric Schelarships to the students belonging

B
i - Subject: Revised Guidelines for Post-
2021 to 2025-26)-re‘g1.

to Scheduled Castes for studies in India(2020-

Sir,

directed to enclose herewith the Revised Guidelines for Post-Matric

| am
belonging to Scheduled Castes for studies in

Scholarships to the students
India{2020-2021 to 2025-26).

2 This issues with the approval of Hon’ble Minister,SJ&E.

Encl: as above

Yours Taithfully

STTEFETITIRTYERTRES TR
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} Digitalty i 5?5;? ovinND
MISHRA = 1

Date; 2621.05¥D] 2:43 33 IST
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Post Matric Scholarship for SCs: Scheme Guidelines

STUDIES IN INDIA (PMS-5%)
 (With effect from 2020-2021)
1. Objective _
1.1 The objective of the scheme is to appreciably increase the Gross Enrolment

Ratio of SC students in higher education with a focus on those from the poorest

households, by providing. financial assistance at post-matriculation or post-

secondary stage to enable thém to complete their education.

2. Scope

21 These scholarships are available for studies in India only and the awardees

PP S TR,

are selected by the State Government/Union Territory to which the appiicant acfizly
belongs (i.e. the State/UT in which permanently settled or domiciled as per the
terms of domicile decided by the State).

2.2.  This is applicable to all the studenis who are currently beneficiaries of the

scheme as well as fresh admissions.

3. Definitions

a) "Group 1: Degree and Post Graduate level professional courses" shall mean: all
Professional courses in Medicine, Engineering, Technology, Planning, Architecture.
Design, Fashion Technology, Agricultyre, Veterinary & Allied Sciences, Mznagermant,
Busines.s Finance /Administration. Computer'Scie'nce/ Applications (ii) Pcst Graduatz
Diploma courses in various branches of Management &  Medicina(ii

C.ANCWAJC.S/NCFA. etc (iv) MPhil., Ph.D. and Post-Dostoral Programmes

e TR YRARFT N
)

e (DL, D.Sc. etc.) of Group !, Group Il and Group Ml courses.‘{v} L.L.B. inlegrated
L.L.B. LLM : '
" 'b) “"Group 2: Other Professional Courses leading to Degree, Diploma, Certificate”

Y

shall mean all Professional Courses leading to Degree, M Ed. / M. Pharma., Diploma.
Certificate in areas like Pharmacy (B Pharma.), Nursing(B Nursing). BFS. other para-
medical. branches like rehabilitation, diagnostics etc., Mass Communication, Hote!

M anagement & Catering, Travel/Tourism/Hospitality Management, Interior Decoration,

-

f Nutrition& Dietetics, Commercial Art, Financial Services (e.g. Banking, insurance

Taxation etc.) for which entrance qualification is minimum Sr. Secondary (10+2} ard

0
%
a2
m
Pa!
i
(o)
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A “"«m

+ d) "Group 4: All post-matriculation (Post Class X level) non-degree courses” shall

{ 3 4 sl iy

v 0 e o e N AR RN A

\/ocnhonal stream, [Tl cour ses and. Polytechmc wherP entrance quahﬂcahon is
Xl ar nhnv:":.

¢) "Group 3: Graduate and Post Graduate course" shall mean: courses not coverad
) /

undet Group 1& Group 2 e.g. B.A/B.Sc. / B.Com efc, M.A/ M. Sc./ M.Com etc.

Class

meail: All post-matriculation level non-degree courses for which entrance qualification
is High School (Class X), e.g. Senior secondary certificate (class XI and Xli); both

general and vocational stream, ITI courses, 3 year diploma courses in Polytechnics,

etc.

Note: The list of courses in varicus groups is indicative and States/UTs may add
Courses as per laid down standard in the State/lJ T..

e}  Compulsory ncm~refunb’abfe fees" shall ean: fee payabie for
enrolmeniiregisiration, tuition, games, Union, Library, Magazine, Medical Examination
and such other fees comptilsorily payable by the holar to the institution or University/
8oz ¢, but does not inciude Refundable deposits like cauhon money, secuity denosit
will, howevar be excluded.

) "Demand” for a year indicates the total fund requirement for release of scholarship to
it etigihis “xuae“\t‘* under the scheme as per the entitlements for that particular year.
g) “Freeship Card” shali mean: A card issued by the State Govt./UT Adminisiration
that entilles a student eligible for scholarship under this Schem e, o take admission in

an mstitution, without pre-payment 'oftupilon fee and hostel fee.

4. Ee ity of Edveaiivaal institutions :
.1 Gnly such educational insfitutions which maintain the laid down academic

slandards shall be covered under the scheme. The fellowing conditions ; ‘egarding the

courses offered, performance of the mstntutnon Aadhaar based attendance systemn are
also reauired to be adhered to by the lnstltutlonQ/Umversities/Colleges in order to be
eligibic under the scheme: .
Only Institutions/Colleges w[lh the 'AISHE Code'/UDISE’ Code’ shall be eligible fo
the scholarship scheme Eased on lhe AISHE/UDISE-Code of the institution, all
det»ua of fhe inslitution such as - registration, affiliation and accreditation, courses
bemg offered and number of seals approved for each course - will be pulled from the

SHEMDISE server on to lhe scholarship portal automatically.

Page 3 of 18
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v

. i, All partlmpatmg higher educallon institutions shall get" NAAC/NBA accredltatlon
: .before 2024, for conhnuatlon in the scheme. from 2025 26 onwards. ‘

iii.  The scholarshlp benefits shall be linked with Aadhaar based attendance systern.

Therefore the college/mstltutlon will mamtam Aadhaar based attendance on a daily

basis and will submit attendance details on the portal.

in if-yearly self-audited repons to the State L:overnmﬁ-m"

—TFhe-it Stuiuuuna will-stbmit

ina prescnbed format which shall be separately issued.
"v.  The institutions should be willing to honour the FREESHIP CARD issued by the

State/District Authority through the scholarship portal and admit the student without
insisting on pre-payment of the college/tuition fee or hostel fee. This would be paid

by the student on release of the scholarship amount by the Government as per the
provisions of this scheme. In this regard, the State Governments will coordinate with
the institutions located in their respective States. o
‘4.2 Scholarships will be given for the study of all recognized post-matriculation or post-
secondary courses (Intermediate/Senior Secondary, Diploma, long-term Vocational

Training Certificate, Graduate, Post Graduate courses etc.) pursued in recognized

DR ?

Institutions/ Universities/ Colleges falling in any of the following 9 categories:
i, Institutions of National Importance;
ii. Central University/ State University/ Autonomous colleges recognized by
UGC and Universities /Colleges reccgnized under section 2{f) of JGC
Act; , :

i.  Deemed Universities;

iv.  All Private Universities recognized by State/Centre;

'v. Private Professional Institutions affiliated to a recognized Central/State

University and covered by a Fee Fixation Commitiee as mandated by

i, Supreme Court;

E vi. | Recognized schools/colleges for Classes Xl and class XlI:

4 vii. - “Diploma granting Institutions as recognized by State/UT Govemments

EE vii. Vocational Training Institutes saffiliated to National Council of Vocational

Training (NCVT); ,
Institutions affiliated/ approved by the appropriate bodies like NMC/AICTE

ey
T

etc. or any regulatory body established by State/UT/Centre.

Page 4 of 18

- wrapa e o

Scanned with CamScanner



. BN
. t v N

Post Matric Scholarship for 5Cs: Scheme Guidelines |

Provided that.WH;e'ré a pérticﬁlar number of seats for a pértidular cour_sé have \ %
been recognized / Zauthorized by the Ebncerned regulatory ‘authority, the -\\1
scholarshipé shall be restricted to those numbers énd coufses.

LY

5, Condivons of Eligibility of Students
\7 }

9.0 The scholarships are open to Nationals of India only. .

5.2 Only those candidates who belong to Scheduled Castes so specified in relation 1o
o State/Union Territory to which the applicant actually belongs /demiciled as determinadi
by the State/UT and who have passed the Matriculation or Higher Secondary or any higher
eraminalion of a recognized University or Board of Secondary Education will be eligible.

T Scholarships will be paid to the students whose parents’/guardians’ income from ali
sources does not exceed R, 2,50,000/- (Rupees Two lakh Fifty thousand only) diring the
last Financial Year. Income certificate is required to be taken once only i.e. at the time of

<L . admission only to courses which are continuing for more than cne year. The income

cerlificate shall be issued by the Authority as decided by the State Government,

5.4 The ceiling on age limit for admission as regular student in different classes shouid
be decided by concerned Institutions:

8.6  Ceaundidates who. after passing one stage of education are studying in the same

3a0e of

edLcation in a different subject e.g. Intermediate Science after Intermediate Arts
"3 Com

Sroilometiar BA or MLA in one subject after M.A in other subjects will not be eligicle.

R T - § i \ -
5.8 Stucents, wio pursue their studies through correspondence/online courses, are also

eligible. Tre term correspondence includes distant and continuous education for courses in
Cantral/ Siste Universities only. Non-refundable fees shall be paid and no academic
allowance wii be paid. . |

All tne children of any. parent/guardian Wm be entitled to receive benefits of the
scheme. : ‘

5.8 A schaolarship holder under this scheme will not hold any other écholarship/stipend.

§
]

Py

awarded any other schbl’arship/stipehd, the student can exercise his/her option for either
of ihe two scholarships/stipends, whichever is more beneficial to him/her, and should

wionn the awarding authority thraugh the Head of the Institution about the option made. No

i scholarship will be paid to the siudents under this scheme from the date he/she accepts

anather scholarship/stipend. The studeni can however, accept free lodging cr a grant or

G-hoe monetary help from the State Government or any other source for the purchase of

Page 5 of 12
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books, eqmpment or for meetmg the expenses on board ;nd lodgmg in addltton to the

'scholarshlp amount pard under this scheme.
5.9 Al seats filled through _ arbitrary and non-transparent processes : (including
management quota NRI quota, spot admissions etc.) thhout following the merlt criteria as

decided by the State Government are not eligible for these scholarships. The fees claimed

- .

M R T

i g OGP Y TR R PR

against-managementquota seats, Spot agmission seat in any Insttution /Umversny will not

be relmbursed In case of any contradlctlon on the cIasschatton of seats or non-clarity on

the classification of seats in the State/UT, the following criteria may be followed:
i) If there is no arbitrariness/ discretion in the admission process and the fee for

the course is fixed by the Fee Fixation/Fee Rationalization committee set up
by the competent authority. the said seats may not be considered as the
Management Quota Seats. However, the State Governments may saisfy
themselves of the following béfore release of scholarships:

i.  That the applicants claiming the schoiarship have been admitted through
a transparent process which involved calling of applications thiough
advertisements, preparation of ranks, selection of candidates on merit fist,
and publication of selection list and others as deemed fit by the State

Government;
ii. That the fees for courses are duly approved by the Fee Fixation/Fee

Rationalization Committee set up by the competent authority.

510 Students shall be encouraged to have Aadhaar linked Bank accounts to facililate

payments through the Aadhaar Payment Bridge.

[ |

8. Role of the State Governments

6.1  Although many SC students have availed benefits under this scheme and have
‘occupied high positions in the society, still the Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) of SCs in
higher education (23.0%) lags behind the national average (27.0%). it is the endeavour of
the Government to raise the GER of SCs in higher education from 23.0 % to the national
average in the next five years. Similarly, the GER in Senior Secondary education of 8Cs
has to increase from the current 56% to the national average in the next five years.
Towards this end, special focus of the implementing agencies is required 1o achieve the

goal.
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6.2 Alithe SC students wilh annual income of up to Rs 2,50 lakh per annum would pe

cligible under the scheme. However, the State Government will additionally rake special
eiforle o identify the poorest households from various sources and enroll the eligivie
adents under the scheme in a mission mode. Further, these students would be monitored

re

on reqular basis so that they continue with their studies. Such studenis shall include (i)

sindents from §C househelds with three or more deprivations as per SECC-2011 (i)
sludents from SC'households where ohe or both the parents are illiterate and (iii) the
s.udents who have passed 10th standard from a State Government/ Municipality/Local
Bady school. In this regard, States/UTs will launch special cainpaigns to identify and cover
such students.
63 Stales/UTs may adopt methodology suitable to the local conditions for identification
of such sludents e.g. SC ~majority  districts/blocks/villages may be taken first for
identification of poorest StL.d"’HS or students leaving class 107or 12" class may be tracked

Q

™ associzlion with the education deparimnm or data emanating from other CentraiiStai=

14

schiemes mdicating the dropeuts rates or other sources as deemed fit. Everv Stat
coveriment shall undertake a campaign every year in March/April to identify such
sivdenis and mentor thern to enrol and avail scholarships. Such students will be helped for
ientificalicn of courses also as per their skills.

6.4 Awareness drive shall be undertaken by the State Governments/UTs about the
scneme thirough the Gram FPanchayats Notice Boards, school committees, and discussions
in the parsni-teacher association meetings and other public awareness measures, in order
lo extend iis coverage and alsc minimize any misuse hy unscrupulous elements.

65 The States are required to take up identification of the students for fresh enrciment

b wzking up systematic drive covering ali the higher secondary schools and encouraging
pupic whe have dropped cut aifer Class 12th.to come back to higher educarion.
=

K& fiis essential that the fresh enrolments to the extent possible are made in the
courses which are having employmant potential. For this purpdse, the State méy do an
evercise in consultation with the Higher Education Department of the State Government.
and the State Skill Mission for 'identif'ying courses which would improve the employment
potential of the students, It is strongly acvised that fresh enrolment may be made in these

courses. such skill courses should be long term courses with periodicity of at least 1 year
snd conducied by the institutions as per Para 4 of the scheme guidelines.

6.7. State Government will ensure that the beneficiary, at the time of admission, applies

for thhe =chinlarship also. In this regard, the State Government may open facilitation centers
Page 7 of 18
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B

~ ornominate a nodal officer in the educatibnal instilut'ib'ns so that the entry into the stucent

database for renewals and fresh admissidns can be done in a stipulated timeframe.
6.8 The Sta\e Governments shall put in place a SChOIarShlp portal that has all features as

prescribed in para 13 of these guidelines and share the data on a real-time basis with the
Central portal.

; ‘“—G‘g;Fhe‘Stateieentrat‘GuvemﬁTEm—Sﬁﬁlrnave robust monitoring systems, including field

inspections, social audits, data analytics etc. so thatAtlmely payments are made to eligible
beneficiaries.

6.10 States/UTs shall ensure that Fee Rationalization/Fixation Committees are set up for
all courses.

7. Components of the Scholarship
71 The scholarship includes the following components for the complete duration of the
coursé:f
i.  Compulsory non-refundable fees including tuition fee, as fixed by the Fee
Fixation/Rationalization Committee of the State Government

ii.  Academic allowance

| Group 1: Degree and Post Graduate level. 13500 ~ 7o
11 professional courses ’ ' : i |

i G'oqp 2. Other. Professional Courses leading *‘o ~ 9500 - 5500
i Degree, Diploma, Certificate -: I

! Group 3: Graduate and Post Graduate courses not. 6000 35060
‘ covered under Group | & Group Il =

\ Group 4: All post-matriculation (Post Class X Icvci _‘ 4000 2500

| non-degree courses 1

Note 1. Ten percent extra allowances shall be provided for Divyang students.
Note 2. Students pursuing C.A. l.CW.A.IC.S. 1.C.F.A. shall be treated as day scholars for

the purpose of academic allowance. Students studying through correspondence/oniineg

~ courses shall not be eligible for academic allowance.

Note 3. The academic allowance as above shall be applicable from the yea: 202122

-7
G

the yerar 2020-21 the allowances as applicable under the earlier guidelines shzli apply.

Boaexn D -1 0
Fage o 0l L0
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7.3 The Academic Allowance Will be linked with the Consumer Price Index Num

ber ‘fdr'"" :
nt will be applicable w.e.f. April o“f each'year and l
sed on‘Index for the period January-December of the
tevision would be applicable w.e f April, 2022

senaraie orders on Annual hasis,

Industrial workers. The Annual increme

will be ba preceding year. The first

and in this regard Department will issue

74 The Stale Governments may, if they so decide, top up the academic allowance from
thair own resources.

8. Freeship Card and pracess for issue

8.1 All eligible students shall be entitled to take admis

ssion in the institutions without pre-
payvment of tuition fees

and hostel fees as per the Scheme Guidelines. To enable this, a
FREESHIIF CARD will ba isstied by the State Government 1o the eligible students, as per
;Jr'f.'\ceo'tu detailed below. This "reeship card shall make the student eligible (o study in the
iation without pre-nayment of the feas,

Wi and on the condition that as and when amount

e ieleased 1o he sludent's account, the institution would be intimated to collect the same

|
DI R

3.2 The student shall, well befare the expected date of admission, regisler for issuance of a

Fieeship Card on the respeciive scholarship portal giving the details like the Aadhaar

of the course in which he/she wants (o take admission (e.g. MBBS.
3.5¢., Class Xl eic.} and an undertaking ihat the ins

number, the name

flitution’s charges would be paid within
of receipt of the scholarship amount in his/t
the purpese of registration of | reeship Card, the

7 working days from the date \er account. For

2ortals shall remain open throughout the

N L
year.

6 5 The vodfication of the inceme. caste and ment detaiis should be aulomatically done

o the Lawnases which are linked online for instant venfication. The process should be
antively paperless. Until the above system is brought into effect, the documents may be
su.:ann;-m; and upleaded which inciude: passport size phptog'raph, copy of each of the
cetlificates for diploma, degree etc. in respect of all examinations passed, Caste certificate
auly signed by the authorized officer, valid Income certificate issued by the competent
authorit: as preseribed by the State Govt. ete. &

8.4 Afler the regisiration on the Forlal, if the student is found eligible, all States/UTs will
compleie the verification process within 30 days from the receipt of the registration request

j i hi ' e IT ioni urse
rom the siudenis and issue the Freeship Card through the IT portal, mentioning the cour

Page 9 of 18
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. signed. For the purpose of admlsswn the Freeship card will remain valld for penod of o

;
|
,;’
|
;

for Whlch apphcatlon is made so that the eligible studems are not denied admussuons due to
 delay in depositing tuition fees It should be possible for the student to download the Free
Ship Card from the portal itself. Once complete digitization of all the required certificates is
‘ done, such Freeship Card shaII be automatically generated immediately on reg:gtrahon if

the student is found eligible.

e—Freesth-eaTd‘sh"ait—ccntaTmrré‘dEra‘It|Ven mARnexure-T, and shall be digially

e

year from the date of issue.
8.6 If a student wants to change his/her course before taking admission

can do so by logging on IT pbftal and a fresh Freeship Card shall be issued automatically

in an institution, he

for all eligible students.
8.7 In case of renewal students, there shall be no need for fresh registration for the

Freeship card and a card once issued to him/her shall be valid for the entire duration of the

course.

$. Application for Scholarship and Verification
9.1 App]icaiion on-the-day-of-admission: The institutions shall ensure that all students

2

admitted to their institution and having Freeship Cards issued as detailed in para 8 of the
Guidelines. apply on the IT portal for the scholarship on the same day as the daic_cf

L

_admission into the institution.
8.2 On the day of admission itself, the institution shall verlfy on the scho!afshlp portal that -

the student has .takgn admxss_ion in the institution with the same course as mentioned on

the Free ship card and is now a bonafide siudent of the institution.
793, In gase of renewal students, the student shall be auto-renewed based on the
attendance ar:d confirmation from the institution of the student having been promoted to

the next class and having joined back the same course as hosteller/day scholar, as the

case imay be.

10. Funding Pattem of the Scheme
10.1  There will be a 60; 40 sharing ratio between the Centre and States (80:10 in casa of

North Eastern States) of the average demand for the scheme for three year period 2017-18

to 201 8-20 (to be cqnsidered as the base_ period}, with a 5% averall annual increase each

Page 10 of 18
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“yearin the Central assistance for all States put together in absolyte terms w. i
period. The

continued upto the financjal year 2025-26.

102 Thus for the purpose of determining the demand for t

demand of 2017-18 to 2019-20, or the
be considered for each

~

Central assislance

he year 2020-21. the average
actual demand for 2020-21, whiche
State/UT, For subsequent years ie. 2021
for all States pul fogether wili be iy
W average demand for the scheme for the

Ver is lesser, wijt

-22 & onwards, the
limited by a 5% annual increase over
base period of 2017-18 to 201G
itiee (PAC)
ns. The Ministry will have the flexi
between the States s

-20, which shal
while appraising the States’ Annual
bility of adjusting the allocation of funds

be ensured by the Project Appraisal Comm
Action Pla

ubject to the iotaj allocati

On approved, without disrupting the 60:40
sharing ratio between the Centre and

the States. .
limit, the central share
ement of funds, if any,

1C.3 If the total fund requirement is over and above the annual 59,
wil be fimited to that an

and the additiona requir
Sizie

shiall be met by the
2le Governmeants from thej

I OWn resources,
iz Siate Gevernments ang

Union Territory Administrations implementing the

S-nEme will maintain the dala of il the beneficiaries on ihair cniine portal and wiji distinctly
mentics the amount of scholarship under various cemporients as mentioned in the
S INESsrr

Vi Peviment Mechanisin ,
11.1  The entire scholarshiz amount - both from the State and Central Government -

ic aliowance and any other admissible allowance will be
paid. direcity info the accoun! of the students ONLY thro

including tne tuition fees, acadam |
ugh DBT preferably through an

ent Bridge) from 2021-22. The States
shall preferably-‘re[easeithe payments through PFiiS System so that the accounts of tie
stiidents are not required to be validated again.
172 starting from 202~1—22, the Cenira

T
L3

Fzdhazr Based Payment System (Aadhaar Paym

| share in the scheme would also be released on

i . ) § i ih g
mode directly into the bank accounts of the students, after ensuring that the

cancermnead State Goverﬁment has released their share.
11.3 Allthe States/UTs/Centre would adhere to the following timelines for processi

ng of the
applications and release of scholarship amounts:

Page 11 of 18

Scanned with CamScanner



Post Matrlc Scholarslup for SCs: Scheme Guidelines

¥ sor o meyar v r o weres #4

o . The scholarship portals would remain open throughout the year so that all eligible

“students can register for the Freeshlp Card and apply for the scholarsmps
o Dlsbursal of scho|arsh|ps for all applications (fresh/renewals) shall be made in one

: mstalment as per the foIIowmg schedule:

i e SPTTETD

M

T TR T TR TPy I

Ao o TNRSN

AT .y

Dates of receiving of | Date by which State share | Date by which Central share e (60%:; :
applications (40%T0% T case of NE [ 90% in case of NE States) should | '
o : States) should be released | be released -'

From 1" April to 31% | 15" August | 30" August

July | ) - Lt 4
From 1% August to | 30" December | 26% January

30" November o - i I
From 1 December to | 28" February [ 1‘5L ‘March

| 31% January® - ) ‘ R S

! From 1=t February to | With 75 days of application | - Within 90 days of application |
315‘ March* | o

*Portal shall remain open only for submission of applxcahons for scholarships for courses

where admxssxon is after November.

n

m
[t

11.4 There shall be no delays in payment of the scholarships. For this purpcse the i
shall ensure that their installments are disbursed te the students by the timelines definsd ia .
pre\)icus para so that the Central share can also be released in time.

5 The Ministry of Social Justice vide notification number 428 dated Feb.16.2017 has
notified Aadhaar as identity document under Section 7 of Aadhaar Act 20758 [ ali
Scholarship Schemes w.e.f. 16" February 2017.

11.6 " The authentication through Aadhaar would be compulsory at the time of renewais. if

not provided earlier at the time of admission.

' 42. Duration and Renewal of Awards

12.1 The award once made will be payable up to the completion of the course subject o

satisfactory academic performance and attendance of 75% in every academic year. The
éttendénce will be verified through Aadhaar based attendance System.

12.2  If a scholar is unable to appear in the annual examination owing o illness, the
sward may be renewed subject to production of medical certificate from prescribed
authority and acceptance of the same by institution /college
12.3 If, according to the Regulations of a University/Institution, a student is promoted to the

next higher class even though he/she may not have actually passed in lower class and is

=
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required to take examination of the junior class again after som

entitled to scholarship for the class (o which he/she is promoted
eligible for scholarship. Further

elime, he/she wifl pe
if the student is otherwise

, in case a student fails in any class and then again joins the
same class as a 1egula1 student, he/she will be eli

gible for scholérship for one additional
yearor the actual period, Whichever is fower.

A 2% i gl g T qrm s ey
e ii 5 SITTnarO

13.1. The scheme shall be run on an online platform with r

obust cyber security measures
thai would assu

re transparency, accountability, efficie
assistance without any delays. The Mahonai Scholarshi
> modified far this purpose.

Acy, and timely delivery of the
p Portal (NSP) would be suitably

1520 If any State s already ‘a "unmrc cnline portal that fulfils all the

laid down
Rarameters, they can continue with it, b

ut share the data on real-time basis to the Nationa!

S(;h@%arﬂ;p Fonal or any other portal as specified by the Department of Social Justice &
Erpowsrment in due course  through instructions  for enabling constant monitoring.

Therefere. all States/iyTs fimplementing the schame will migrate ta oriline procassing of

"sabo v sonolaiships, where nos already done. The schoiarship portal should
Maadatarily have the follgwing features? ‘

a) The IT portal shall be integrated with the AISHE/UD!SE portal for puihr;; the data

about the institution in which the student has taken admission.

B} At iHe time of regisiration for Hceshup Card, every student should provide an

Satinhasar ‘D“r_dhaaf EID and olher alterndnve fony
nofification no. 428 nla'[ecl 16.02.2017 wh
and false cl nns. The Aadhaa.

it of ID as per this Ministry's
ich will enable ehmmatson of duphcat:on

authenhcatlon is Mmandatory in case of renewals, if
not provided at the time of admission: The Aadhaar numberen

tered by the students
should go through dems-ay

th on real-time basis before allowing entry into the
regis gor'al
€ The States shall Unidertake fool- proof verification of the" eljglmhty ca':te status.

Aadhaar |dent:flcanon and bank account details on the online portal,

d) There shall be no uploag of any doruments or any certificates into the system. All
data should be auto. verified by linking databases through digilocker or any such

Page 13 of 18
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mechanism, such as () school boards' results, including the PBSE/ICSE along with
TR ' ‘the certificates maintained by them; (i) database of income cemfucates domiicile
B -and caste certificates |ssued by State/Dlsmct Administration and (iii) database
malntamed by the Unlversmes and CO”EQES usmg Aadhaar number as the link.

above
e) All verification process of the students should be done using the
atthenticated—databases ~utoatically Using the digital process with .

“manual intervention. There should be no system of verification by the institutions r

i s p . the
even the district level officers. Till such time such a system is put in place.

manual verification shall be completed within 30 days from the date of applicalon,

with a provision for 'presumed approval' if the same is not comp! leted within 30 days.

f) A suitable system will be put in place for taking Aadhaar based attendance system

g which is non-intrusive and automatic. Till such a system is finalized by the Central

: Gout., the institution shall upload the attehdance of the scholarship holder €very
month in the Attendance module that would be developed in the IT sysiem.

Q) There shall be no system of calling for the bank account details of the students and
authenticating it. All payments should preferably go through Aadhaar Based
Payment System (APB - Aadhaar Payment Bridge! after checking the Asc 3ar
number with the NPCI mapper.

h) The renewals should be automatic based on promoticn {o the next ciass and hzvin:

the required attendance. subject to canfirmation of the stucent having joined back

- ruge sy b T
Y AT TP T AR PII Y W :'W. & Lt ofnddly

the same course as hosteller/day s¢holar, as the case may be. There should nc’ be

any requirement for the student to apply for renewals.

i) A perfofmance module to monitor the progress of student as well as performance of
the institution should be suitably designed and incorporate

s }) Apart fnom this, the States shall maintain a complete daiabase of the oenefuane\
E under various other scholarshlp schemes to ensure de-duplication of the
f beneficiaries.

k) The portal shall incorporate an online grievance redressal mechanism linking ¢

the
authorities responsible for implementation en the scholarship portai.
h

There shall be a provision indicating the students of the pocrest hou ceho\ds as per
the parameters prov:ded under the Scheme, selected for scholarship.

m} The portal will make arrangements so that the students, once declared blacklisied
may not be able to apply for scholarship again.

Pape 14 ¢f1
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14, Annua! Action P!an . f W - e
4.1 Every participating State/UT, on or before 28" February of the preceding year, will
prepare a State level Annual Plan for the PMS-5C scheme.,

In case the State has any
other initiative on similar lines to PMS-SC, this may be mentioned separately in the Action
Dlap_ : f i ' , gibiiify.—pmposed—coverage——
arately for poorest households, processes for identificati

on,. identification  of courses
Ving employment potential, systems for monitoring etc.
N

sS&p

The Departrnent wili conslilute an Project Appraisal Commitlee to appraise and
ag 1S would be appraised at the Centre and the
utlay jor each State would be finalized before 15"

April, of every year as per the annual
ifesse indicated under the

piove the Annual Action Plans, These plar

funding patiern. The constitution of the committee will be
ricrmed through separate mstructmns

Performance of the States/UTs

15,1 The erfformance of the Siates/UTs would be measur

ed annually on certain
“rameters like (i) paymenis as per the given time s

chedule (ij) coverage from the poorest
households (iif) academic autcomes of the scholarship-holders (v} Implementation of
Avdhaszr baseg attendance {v) Digitization of various certificates required for determining
aliiibiiity ete
12.2.

The Sl»

2s/UTs Wwould be fa']ked on the above parameters and top performing
Hes will be awarded. The details i this regard w

il be prepared after consuitations, and
vi! be shared through instructions in due course

‘uncement of tie Scheme by States/UTs
All the State Governments/UT Administrations wil) announce starting from April, the
details of the Scheme and invite applications by issuing an

advertisement in the leading
newss

Scholarship portals and
submit the cempleted applicstion to the

16.1

papers of the Stale and through iheir respective websites/
other medes of media.” The applicant should
prescribed authority on the hortal specified for

this purpose before the last date prescribed
for rexceipt of anplications.

17, FPrucess of Reuyistration and Application for the student
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17.4 The student shall, well before the expected date of admnssnon reglster on the online

on schotarshlp portal for |ssue of a Freeship Card as detailed in Para 8 2 of these

Guidelines.

17.2 On admlssuon to the institution to course mentloned i
admission itself, for scholarship,

n the'r—;reeship Card, the
giving details of the r

student shall apply, on the day of the
Freeshipcardandt J

173 Students continuing their courses fo

scholarship in the previous year, i.e. renewal st

miftea 1o.

r which they have already be
ically renewed for

en sanctioned
udents, shall, be automat

scholarship as detailed in para 8.7.

18. Evaluation/Social Audit and foliow up action
1 of the outcomes of the scheme i

e lmplementatlon and for trackmd the

18.1. There shall be thorough evaluatiol n regular

intervals to ascertain the effectlveness of schem

progress of the students This may include conduc
aud|ted reports from ‘each mstuutlen
Social Audit Units of the Suwate

Govemments formed by the Ministry of Rural Deveiopment, Govt. of India duly meeting the

t of social audits once a year. an nual

thlrd-party evaluation, and half-yearly self-
18.2. The social audits are to be conducted by the

cost from the administrative cost of the scheme.
st monitoring mechanism for

18.3. The State Government shall also set up a robu

monitoring the academic progress of the students enrolled to the scheme.
18.4. The students who are found to be lagging behind should be provided remedial

v
®

coaching so that their academic outcome shall not be less than the average academic

R

outcomes. The State Action Plan should contain clear provisions for this.

18.5. In order to ensure proper accountability, physical veriﬂcatlons at various levels viz.
Block /District/State levels shall be done by the States/UTs covering at least 10% of the
lnsmunons/students chosen randomly through an algorithrn. All private institutions offering .

courses at the level of graduation or ahove shall, however. be mandatorily inspected

annually.

3 nigmra “
TEW oy YT

1

4 18. Administrative Charges

19.1. The administrative cost for administration, monitoring and evaluation shall be limited
to 1% of the annual outlay.
19.2. Each State/UT shall project the requirement of funds for undertaking the moenitoring

of the implementation, in its Annual Action Plan. In case, funds are required for Book
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We3e ay

be indicated under the Admmlstratlve charges This would be cons:dered by the
suring that the total outflows on this count does nol exceed 1
10.3. The PAC shali give first priority in
of

=aC,e % of the annual outlay.
approving administrative charges for development

{T infrastructure, setling up of Technical Support Grour

p cum Project Monitoring Unit ai
the Central/State level and social audits.

<. Mechanism fo: redressal of grievances

be an online onevance redressal mechamsm linking all the authoritie

“onsiblz for implementation on the scholarship portal,
20 2. The student shall be able to lodge a grie

vance either through the portal or by a

shile zpp.

<..3. BEverv institution sha!l have a Grievance Redressal Officer (GRO) who is responsibie
=inisrlzming the grisvances and resolving

them by following, up with the appropriate
vihority, '

W

]

2.4, The non-resalution of the grievance at the msntutlon level in a given time fram

e shalf
2-lomatically be escalated to the district and |

fater to the State level for resolution.
2" Dther Sonditions far the Award

270, I a sivdent is found fo have obtained a scholarship by false statements, his/ her

Scholarship will be cancelled forthwith and the amount of the scholarship paid wiil be

= diszretion of the concerned State Government.

The student cencerned
e tlackisted and debarred for schplar

ship in any scheme forever.
ip awarded may be carncell

N
N
]
e
n
O
hat
O
&
%)
>
o
W

ed if the scholar changes the subject of the

course of study fer which the schelarship was cugmallv nwalded or changes the institution

O slucy, without prior approval of the State Government The Head of the Institution shall

‘eport such cases to the Siate which will’ slop payment of the schiclarship maney. The

amount aiready paid may also be recovered at the discretion of the State Government,

271.2. A scholar is liable to refund the scholarship amount at the discretion of the State

Covernment, if during the course of the year. the studies for which the scholarship has
ne=n awarded. is discontinued by him/her.

2.4, Tne provisions of this Sc"neme can be changed at any fime at the discretion of the
Goovzinment of india.

HFhrF Ak
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Annexure-l

The following important parameters should be contained in the FREE SHIP CARD

S

Student's ID on the pottal

Aadhaar Card Number-

Annual Family income

h‘
i
B
¥
§
!
' Name of the Student
Fathers' Name-
+
' | Casle
'; Date of Birth
i

Domicile State-

Address of the Student

Course (in which admission is sought)-
duration of Course-

Class (presently studying)-

Class (Last class previously studied)-

Major provisions of the scheme

e——————

S

e —

Student's undertaking to reimburse the amount to institution within 7 days after recein: of

scholarship -
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